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(59 the working Group decided to begin by studying the question of the
distribution of powers between the Libyan federation and the provinces. At its
request, the secretariat of the United Nations Mission provided it with an Arabic
translation of the relevant chapters of the constitutions of Indonesia, India,
Germany (Bonn government) Argentina, Australia

brasil,canada,mexico,burma,switzerland and venezuela.

60 After an examination of these texts,theWorking Group proceeded to discuss
first the provision that was to be inserted in the Libyan constitution to govern
the distribution of powers .The United Nations Legal Adviser explained the
different methods which

could be adopted for that purpose. Some of the members thought that there
should be a list of the powers of the Libyan Federation and another list of the
powers of the provlances, leaving all resident powers within the competence of
the federation: others thought that it would be better to draw up one single list,
giving the power of the federation. All residual powers being left in the
competence of the provinces. the majority were in favour of the latter system.
which was adopted by the working group the latter. nevertheless. decided to
divide the list into two parts. the first of which would enumerate the subjects
which were to be within the legislative and executive competence of the
federation. While the second would contain those which were to be within its

legislative competence only.

61 after a long discussion. the Group reached the conclusion that for reasons of

economy it was not desirable that the federation should be responsible for the
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administration of the services in connection with all the subjects within its
competence. it therefor decided to place certain subjects within the legislative
competence only to the federation leaving it to the provision to execute the laws

under the supervision of the federal Government.

82 the working group decided that. in principle. powers in connection with all
finance, questions concerning foreign affairs, national defence,
communications, justice, public education and health, and various other
important matters which generally came within the competence of a central
government, should be exercised by the federation. (Second Annual Report of

the United Nations Commissioner in Libya-Page 166 items 59-60-61-62)
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DCA FTRUST FUND development and
FOR NORTH AFRICA the rule of law

This document constitutes an un-official transcription/translation. DCAF cannot be held responsible for damages that may
arise from its use. For official reference, please refer to the original text as published by the Libyan Authorities.
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